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independent status by the peace treaties, would have seen that
their security and prosperity depended on co-operation and
- alliance. Gzecho-Slovakia took advantage of Poland's dis-
tress to seize Teschen in 1921 at the moment when Poland
was fighting heroically against a Russian invasion. In 1938
the positions were precisely reversed and Poland snatched
Teschen back from a Czecho-Slovakia which was about to be
disrupted by Germany. But the Slavs will not necessarily
always remain disunited when once they have realized that
it is their common enemy alone who benefits by their dissen-
sions. The Germans themselves were unable for centuries to
sink their local differences and they only achieved unity-
seventy years ago; it is not unlikely that the same lessons will
be taught to the Slavs by their present bitter experiences, As
Napoleon laid the foundation of German nationalism, so
Hitler is teaching the Slav nations the wisdom and indeed the
need of standing together. The Slav race may therefore look
forward to a peace which will find them increasing alike in
numbers and in wealth and with a new spirit of brotherhood
inspiring the mutual: relations of the Slav States,

It is already a proclaimed war aim of the Allies to free the
Polish, Czech, and Slovak peoples from foreign domination.
It is not possible to be more precise than that, for we do not
know exactly what the wishes will be of the peoples who
constituted the murdered States. We do not know, for
example, whether the Slovaks will wish to form part of a
resuscitated Gzecho-Slovakia. But whatever the frontiers and
whatever the mutual relationships of the various peoples,
there will have to be a bloc of Slav, or rather of non-Teutonic
States, stretching from the Baltic to the Black Sea. They must
form a solid barrier against German expansion and they
must form an economic unit with sufficiently low tariffs and
of sufficient size to enable the standard of living of the Eastern
Europeans to be substantially raised. Only on a basis of mili-
tary security and economic prosperity for the Slavs can there
be a long period of peace in the East.

It was unwise in 1919 for the Allies to forbid Austria to opt
for incorporation in the Rdch, for such a prohibition was
naturally distasteful when imposed by alien conquerors.